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REMARKS 

Applicants *> -*«*» » " W " * 

ta v« — - — • * *° ^ ^ t 

Applicants' Specification and Claims. 

Turning now to the rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102, Claims 1. 2, 4-7, 9 and 10 
have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
5 741 * to Wright et averred to here* a S "159" or "Wright ,59"). Applets 
no te with appreciation the phone call of My 17, 2002 to venfy ft* * was Wright U.S. 
Patent No. 5,741,159 which served as the basis of rejection. Applicants assert that for the 
reasons set forth below in detail, this rejection is now obviated. 

A reference anticipates a claim if it discloses each a*d every element of the clam, 

■ a, ™«ed bv "identifying the elements of the claims, determmmg 
Thus anticipation is determined by iaenniym 6 

^ meaning in light of me specification and prosecution lustory, and identify 
responding eiements disclosed in the allegedly anticipating reference, 

, _ . i rimbH v AmenmHaiitand^e^^ 730 F.2d 1452, 1458 
Hfrghin and Fabric Gmhrl v Amentum n V _ — _ 

v th*. reference of any claimed element negates 

(Fed. Cir. 1984). The absence from the reierence oi <my 

8102(b) in the order in which they were given. 

Fig 1 of Wright '159 depicts generally, a connector 10 comprising an insulative 
housmg 12, a conductive connector sheU 14 and a conUct 1. Wright ,59 teaches a 
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conductive connector shell 14 overlapping a contact 16 wherein the contact 16 can 
subsequently be inserted into insulative housing 12 to form a connector. 

Examiner asserts that Wright '159 discloses an apparatus comprising a keying 
element means 32, a first ground component 80, a second ground compouent 90 and a 
body element 22. 

Comparing the Applicants' keying element means to what the Examiner asserts 
are the keying element means of Wnght '159, reveals structural and functional 
differences between the two. The Applicants disclose a keying element means described 
in the Specification and seen in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 as keying mechanism 10. A study of the 
Applicants' keying mechanism 1 0 reveals that the Applicants' keying element means has 
ribs and recesses, and is annular. Wright '15ft keying element means, referred to in the 
Wright ' 1 59 application as a cavity 32, is not completely annular, and does not have ribs 
for keying with an appropriate plug. Fig- 1 of Wright '159 demonstrates that Wright 
•159* keying element means has a slot 56 extending through the length of Wnght 159's 
keying element means. There is no such slot in the Applicants' keying element means. 

Comparing the Applicants' first ground component to what the Examiner has 
asserted is the first ground component 80 of Wnght '159, reveals functional and 
structural differences between the two. The Applicants' first ground component, shown 
as keying element 20 in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, illustrates that the Applicants' first ground 
component is an annular element which provides a gronnding connection to a surface. 
This differs from what the Examiuer has asserted is a first ground component of the 
Wright '159 patent. Wnght '159 discloses a tubular inner surface 80 that acts as a 
conductor shell, not as a grounding element (Wright '159, Col. 3, lines 59-64). 
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The Examiner asserts that the second ground component of Applicants' invention 
is tanght by the male prong 90 of Wright '159. Applicants' second ground component, 
seen in Figs. 3 and 4 as grounding extension 38, reveals that the Applicants' second 
ground component provides mounting for a grounding element 20. The Applicants' 
grounding extension 38 is annular, whereas the male prong 90 of Wright 459 is a solid 
tubular conduction element (Col. 4, line 16-17). 

Examiner has asserted that Wright • 159 discloses a body element referred to in the 
Wright ' 159 patent as second length 22. Applicants' teach a body element, seen in Figs. 
1, 2, 3 and 4 as body 30. A comparison of the two reveals a multitude of differences. 
Wright '159 (Col. 4, lines 55-57) shows that a second segment of the conductor shell is 
adjacent to the second length 22 in the Wright 459 patent, whereas the Applicants have a 
second component mounted on the body 30. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the Examiner's assertion that Wright '159 has 
disclosed the Applicants' standardized connector means. The Wright 459 patent does 
not discuss any standardized connector means. Rather, Wright 459 discloses a contact in 
the form of a female contact comprising a ferule into which a male contact prong may be 
inserted in a usual manner (Col. 2, lines 63-66). Unlike the Applicants' Specification, 
Wright '159 makes no indication that its connector is configured according to FAKRA 
standardization. 

Turning now to the rejection of Claim 4, wherein the Examiner asserts that Wright 
459 discloses a first ground element removably mounted on a second ground element 
These ground elements, referred to in the Wright ' 159 patent as inner surface 80 and male 


1222-02 


Received from< >at UMD2 4:26:55 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


NO. 023 P007 

09/19/2002 16:27 


pr ong 90, are mutually exclusive of being mounted on one another because one is a 
female contact while the other is a male contact. 

The Examiner has rejected Claim 5, asserting that the first grounding element, 
referred to in Wright '159 as the inner surface 80,is annular. AstudyofFig. 1 ofWright 

•159's illustrates an inner surface 80 that is tubular with protrusion mounted thereon. 

The Applicants' first groundnrg element however, is an annular element with no 

protrusions. 

Regarding the Examiner's rejection of Claim 6, the Applicants respectfully 
traverse the Examiner's assertion that the connector ofWright '159 is a printed circuit 
board jack. Applicants respectfully submit that the only mention of the printed circun 
board is in the background section ofWright '159 (Col. 1, fines 21-23). Wright '159 
does not teach that the connector ofWright '159 is a printed circuit board jack. 

Examiner directed the Applicants' attention to Col. 5, lines 10-12 and 19-22 where 
the Examiner proffered that Wright '159 discloses "an apparatus comprises a key element 
m eans 32, a fust ground component 80, a second ground component 90, a body element 
22 jack means for circuit board mounting wherein the first and second grounding means 
provide a grounding connection upon connection of the keying means". Applicants 
respectfully assert that a reading of this section reveals vastly different language than the 
Examiner's quotation. As a result, the Applicants are unable to fully respond to the 
Examiner's assertion and, moreover, Applicants assert that Claim 7 remains patentable 
over any disclosure in Wright '159. 


Received from <> at 9/1 9102 4:26:55 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


-5 


1222-02 


09/^9/2002 16:27 


NO. 023 D008 


gl03Re.ecti ns 

CUhns 3 «d 8 «1 r*aeri nnder 35 U.S.C. « being — 

WdgW '15, fc view — ^ - °> 00 % *~ t 

te Application, k W. of *• f — — ** » d * * — ' f 

be,w m dot* — •« » " - *— ^ " *" " 

The Examiner b. asserted « i. wo- be obvious for - * ■**»*, ** 
. .*» . con.ec.or of Wrigh, '.59 by m*»g * . FAKRA connector - 

disclosed by the Applicants. 

„ . proposed modtfictmnn would tender *e prior * modific.tion being modified 

fconny foe if, — ^ «- *" * " — *■ " " "? 

^ , ooi TKPO 1125 (Fed. Or. 1984). If the 
ft. proposed rr.odi6e.tion. IjutSSXto- 2* 1125 l * 

rom ee,», M-d in WH*. '.59 were nrodif.ed tn B . s».dardieed FAKRA 
enm^r, the connecc » Wei* '159 wold become inopemble. A FAKRA 
_Mhd cnm.ec.or mu« beve . -to bousing enmp-nen-, without el* *> 
*. prope, .mying - • *° " 8 

Wrigh, -159 hes . ** 56 which .Howe the pass-through of * 70 (WHgb. '.59 Co,. 3, 
50-52). If Wrigb. 1» — ntc«ed .econduog . FAKRA -** » — * 
close the slot 56. TheresnUwouldbeunmopcrableconnector. 

Apples - one s«ed in »« « — - " 
to eh»ge me cnmtector » Wrigb. ,59 ro oonmnn - ^ sund^mn 
Moving me '.59 housntg 12 of Fig. 1 » confonn wim AKRA 

— to ,on woodd rcoim enbs-d modin.edon of ~ hous,ng. » is we.l-bn.wn 
in the art that a FAKRA — tat — - k — * «» » 
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Consequently, one would not be motivated to attempt such modification to the Wnght 
•159 connector. Ohviousness can only be established by modifying the teachings of the 
prior art to produce the claimed invention whether it was some teaching, suggest™ or 
motivation to do so found either explicitly or implicitly in the references themselves or m 
an analogy generally available to one of ordmary skill in the art. fiu^ab, U.S.P.Q- 
2d 1313, 1317 (Fed. Or. 2000). T*e connector in Wright '159 provides no motivate 
and, in feet, dissuades one skilled in the art from attempting to modtfy the Wnght '159 
connector into a FAKRA standardized connector. 

Applicants respectful* submit that Claims I, 2, 4-7, 9 and 10 are not anticipated 
by Wright <159 and that Claims 3 and 8 are patentable over Wright U59 in view of 

Applicants' disclosed prior art. 

in light of the foregoing, Applicants submit that the entire application is now in 
condition for complete allowance, which action is respectfully requested. 

Resppc^ftiUy submitted, 

Bate- September 19, 2002 }^hE^Ch^^S 

Reg. No. 33,481 
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